
Socratic Circles 

Book Whisperer: Are good readers born or made? 

 

 

Vocabulary in Context 
Literacy: reading 

Reading Remediation: Help for those who don’t read well 

Innate: born with, internal, God-given 

Finesse: work on 

Cumulative: like “snow ball”—gets bigger and bigger 

Avid: incredibly good 

Middle Class: families that are in between “poor” and “rich” 

Crucial: really important 

 

 

Socratic Circle Questions 
Do you believe some people are born with certain gifts like artists or athletes? What makes you say that? 

 

Miller says she hears parents say, “Well my child is just not a reader.” Have you ever heard a parent say 

that? What message does that send their child? 

 

Miller says strong readers spend time doing one thing: reading. What connection is there between 

spending time reading and being a good reader? 

 

There are four conditions Millers says are important to improve reading: 

 time to read—dedicated time in class and at home to read 

 access to books—lots of books everywhere they go 

 reading role models—people around them who are constantly reading 

 choice in reading material—not being forced to read specific books but have a choice in what they 

read 

Which one of these 4 do you think would help you be a better reader? 

 

Time to read: How much time in class (45 minutes) do you think we should spend reading on our own? 

 

Access to books: If you had more books at home, would you read more? Why or why not? 

 

Reading role models: Who in your life do you consider a “reader” who seems to love reading and talking 

about what they’re reading? 

 

Choice in reading material: If given the freedom to read anything you want, what would you read? 

 

“Forcing children to read books that don’t interest them turns many kids off reading altogether.” Do you 

agree or disagree with Miller’s statement? Why? 

 

Miller’s big question is, “Are readers born or created?” After reading and discussing the article, what do 

you think? 

 


