
Character 
A person or animal who 
takes part in the action of a 
story  

Protagonist 
The main character of the 
story who moves the action 
of the story forward 

Antagonist 
The character who works 
against the protagonist 

Flat/Static 
Characters 

Characters who do not 
change throughout the 
course of the story; usually 
minor characters 

Round/Dynamic 
Characters 

Characters who change 
throughout the story; usually 
the main character 



Plot 
What happens in a story; the 
events of the story 

Theme 
The lesson or moral of the 
story; the author’s message to 
the reader 

Point of view 
The vantage point from 
which the story is told 

Setting 
The time and place in which 
the events of the story take 
place  

Direct 
Characterization 

The writer makes statements 
about a character's 
personality and tells what the 
character is like 



Indirect 
Characterization 

The writer shows the reader 
information about a 
character and his personality 
through various methods of 
characterization 

Imagery 
Using sensory details to paint 
a picture with words  

Climax 
The most exciting or 
emotional moment of a story  

 

Resolution 
The end of the story that ties 
up all the loose ends  

Conflict 
A struggle or clash between 
opposing characters or 
opposing forces  



Fiction 
A text that is made up rather 
than true 

Myth  

A work of fiction that 
explains how something was 
created; typically involves 
gods or goddesses 

Tall Tale 

A work of fiction with a hero 
who has exaggerated 
characteristics; humorous; 
“Paul Bunyan” for example 

Folktale  

Stories passed down orally, 
usually with an unknown 
author; specific to each 
culture 

Science Fiction 
A work of fiction with 
futuristic technology, aliens, 
robots 



Historical 
Fiction 

A work of fiction that is set in 
the past and based on real 
people, places, or events 

Legend 

A work of fiction based on a 
real person but with the 
truth extremely stretched; 
King Arthur for example 

Fantasy 
A work of fiction with 
monsters, magic, or 
supernatural powers 

Biography 
A nonfiction text about the 
life of a real person, written 
by someone else 

Autobiography 
A nonfiction text about the 
life of a real person, written 
by that person 



Simile 
A comparison of two unlike 
things using like or as, “Her 
eyes are as bright as the sun.”  

Fable 
A story with personified 
animals that teaches a moral 
or lesson  

Nonfiction 
Writing that deals with real 
people, events, and places 
without changing any facts  

Alliteration 

When nearby words have the 
same sound at the beginning 
to draw attention to them or 
create a certain mood 

Narrator 
The person who tells the 
story  



Onomatopoeia 
A word that imitates its 
sound 

Metaphor 
A comparison of two unlike 
things not using like or as 

Free Verse 
Poetry that does not have a 
regular pattern of rhyme or 
rhythm 

Hyperbole An extreme exaggeration 

Personification 
Giving human qualities to 
something that isn’t human 



Essay 
A nonfiction text that makes 
an argument with a claim 
and evidence 

First Person POV 

The point of view where the 
narrator is a character in the 
story and tells the story 
through their own eyes 

Third Limited 
POV 

The point of view where the 
narrator is not a character in 
the story and knows only the 
thoughts and feelings of one 
character 

Omniscient POV 

The point of view where the 
narrator is not a character in 
the story but knows the 
thoughts and feelings of all 
the characters 

Poetry 

A type of writing written in 
stanzas that is meant to be 
read aloud and enjoyed for 
the beauty of the language 



Author’s 
purpose 

Why an author writes a text: 
inform, entertain, persuade 

Signal words 
that show 
contrast 

Although, however, but, on 
the other hand, yet, differ 

Signal words 
that show 
cause/effect 

Because, since, if, 
consequently, therefore 

Signal words 
that show 
comparison 

Both, similar, also, alike, 
same 

Signal words 
that show 
sequence 

First, next, then, last, finally, 
in the beginning, after 



Example of 
direct 
characterization 

Voldemort was the most evil 
being on the face of the 
earth. 

Example of 
indirect 
characterization 

Katniss smiled from ear to 
ear! She walked toward the 
Victor’s village with pride 
and honor. 

 


