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Why Use This Resource 
Reading and writing are inextricably tied together. How can we demonstrate that 
principle to students? One way is by pointing out writing concepts in the texts they are 
reading. If we treat students as authors, we must expose them to the mechanics of the 
craft. We cannot afford to neglect instruction in the basic parts of speech. However, we 
can enhance our instruction with examples from literature.  The purpose behind these 
supplemental materials is to connect reading and writing so students see the value 
behind the grammar concepts.  
 
A secondary purpose is to expose students to books they might not otherwise know 
about. Repeated exposure to the quotes sparks their interest and encourages them to 
explore those titles or authors.  The books were selected based on their popularity and 
literary value.     
 
How to Use the PowerPoint Document 
Each slide is titled with the part of speech and its specific element. The quote is 
followed by the source and author. Some possibilities for using this presentation are as 
follows: 

1. Introduction: Before introducing a part of speech, show the students the 
corresponding slide. Point out the particular part of speech and how it is used. 

 Project the slide on the board. 

 Say, “Today we’re learning about nouns. In Navigating Early, Clare 
Vanderpool uses nouns to describe what he saw at the ocean.” Read the 
quotation aloud to the students. “I marveled at the vastness of the ocean.  
I stood in awe of its depth and mystery. And I realized I was equally in awe 
of Early Auden. Yes, he was strange.  Yes, he could be maddening. And 
yes, he was my friend.” 

 Say, “A noun is a person, place, thing, or idea.” Point out the nouns in the 
quotation. 

 People: Early Auden, friend 

 Place: ocean 

 Thing: ocean 

 Idea: vastness, depth, mystery, awe 

 Continue with instruction about nouns. 
2. Whole Class Assessment: After introducing a part of speech, show the students 

the corresponding slide.  Conduct a whole class discussion of the particular part 
of speech and its use in the excerpt. 

 Project the slide on the board. 

 Say, “Now that we have learned what a noun is, let’s see how the author 
Clare Vanderpool uses nouns in this quote from Navigating Early.”  

 Ask students to raise their hands or discuss with a partner the nouns they 
find in the quote. 

3. Independent Assessment: Print out the slides in the handout version of 
PowerPoint. Direct students to write or underline the particular part of speech. 
Conversely, remove the titles on the slides and underline specific words. Ask the 
students to identify which part of speech is underlined. 
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Example 1 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Example 2 
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How to Use the Teacher Guide 
The purpose of the Teacher Guide is to provide the instructor with information about the 

grammar concept as well as a key for each slide of the presentation.  

The document is organized by part of speech according to the following list.  

NOUNS Page 
Nouns  5 
Concrete and abstract nouns 6 
Collective nouns 7 
Compound nouns 8 
Count and non-count nouns 9 
Common and proper nouns 10 

PRONOUNS  
Pronouns and antecedents 11 
Personal pronouns 12 
Reflexive pronouns 13 
Demonstrative pronouns 14 
Relative pronouns 15 
Interrogative pronouns 16 
Indefinite pronouns 17 
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Nouns: People, Places, Things, and Ideas 

 A noun names a person, place, thing, or idea. 
 
I marveled at the vastness of the ocean.  I stood in awe of its depth and mystery. And I 
realized I was equally in awe of Early Auden. Yes, he was strange.  Yes, he could be 
maddening. And yes, he was my friend.   
-Navigating Early by Clare Vanderpool 

 People: Early Auden, friend 

 Place: ocean 

 Thing: ocean 

 Idea: vastness, depth, mystery, awe 
  
It wasn’t that Jake didn’t think he had talent; he knew he did, had an ability to get the 
guys around him to play better, a knack for figuring out a way to play and win a game. 
He definitely had the brains for the position, grades in the classroom being the one 
shadow Jake had no trouble emerging from. He was a straight-A student. And it was his 
brains that made him a realist. He knew already that he just wasn’t going to be the 
player his dad had been before him, certainly wasn’t going to be the player his big 
brother had been. 
-QB1 by Mike Lupica 

 People: Jake, guys, student, realist, player, dad, brother 

 Place: classroom 

 Thing: knack, game, position, grades, shadow, trouble, brains 

 Idea: talent, ability 
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Concrete and Abstract Nouns 

 A concrete noun names something that can be sensed through sight, sound, 
touch, taste, or smell. 

 An abstract noun cannot be seen, heard, touched, tasted, or smelled.  
 
The Fish.  Did his exuberant face seem not so exuberant anymore? Where I had once 
felt pity, I now felt kinship.  
-Navigating Early by Clare Vanderpool 

 Concrete Nouns: Fish, face 

 Abstract Nouns: pity, kinship 
 
Everyone had known, he remembered with humiliation, that the announcement, 
“Attention, this is a reminder to male elevens that objects are not to be removed from 
the recreation area and that snacks are to be eaten, not hoarded,” had been specifically 
directed at him, the day last month that he had taken an apple home. 
-The Giver by Lois Lowry 

 Concrete Nouns: elevens, objects, snacks, apple, home 

 Abstract Nouns: humiliation, day, month 
 
Ben would have dearly loved to be No-Show #29. Only loyalty to his best friend had 
brought him here tonight. “Come on, Griffin,” he reasoned. “What difference does it 
make if two people or two hundred people spend the last night in a condemned 
building? How does that show the adults that we’re standing up for our rights? They’re 
never even going to know about it.” 
-Swindle by Gordan Korman 

 Concrete Nouns: Ben, friend, Griffin, people, building, adults 

 Abstract Nouns: loyalty, rights 
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Collective Nouns 

 A collective noun is a group of people or things 
 
The audience was clearly ill at ease. They applauded at the final Assignment; but the 
applause was piecemeal, no longer a crescendo of united enthusiasm. There were 
murmurs of confusion. 
-The Giver by Lois Lowry 
 
Granger wasn’t much different from any other town in Texas; they loved their football 
here, it was the thing that held the town together. 
-QB1 by Mike Lupica 
 
 When I tell my family I want to be a writer, they smile and say, We see you in the 
backyard with your writing. They say We hear you making up all those stories. And, We 
used to write poems. And, It’s a good hobby, we see how quiet it keeps you. They say, 
But maybe you should be a teacher, a lawyer, do hair… 
-Brown Girl Dreaming by Jacqueline Woodson 
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Count and Non-Count Nouns 

 A count noun can be counted. 

 A non-count noun cannot be counted. 
 

Here are some sample questions you can try until you get good at this: Son, what did 
you learn in school today? How’s the drumming going? Are you at all worried that your 
mother and brother have disappeared into thin air and nobody’s telling you Thing One 
about what’s going on with them? How about them Yankees? 
-Drums, Girls, and Dangerous Pie by Jordan Sonnenblick 

 Count Nouns: questions, Son, school, mother, brother, Yankees 

 Non-count Nouns: drumming, air 
 
She opens the box of pancake mix, adds milk and egg, stirs. I watch grateful for the 
food we have now—syrup waiting in the cabinet, bananas to slice on top. It’s Saturday 
morning. 
-Brown Girl Dreaming by Jacqueline Woodson 

 Count Nouns: box, mix, egg, cabinet, bananas, morning 

 Non-count nouns: milk, food, syrup 
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Compound Nouns 

 A compound noun is one noun that is composed of more than one word. It can 
be a single word, hyphenated, or separate words.  
 

I guessed princesses-in-training didn’t wear pants. 
-The Selection by Kiera Cass 
 
“What a goon, except it really is funny, me trying to sneeze a hot dog through my nose, and we're 
both laughing like total morons.” 
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Common and Proper Nouns 

 A common noun names any person, place, thing, or idea 

 A proper noun names a specific person, place, thing, or idea. They are always 
capitalized. 
 

If your eligible daughter, sister, or charge is interested in possibly becoming the bride of 
Prince Maxon and the adored princess of Illea, please fill out the enclosed form and 
return it to our local Province Services Office. One woman from each province will be 
drawn at random to meet the prince. 
-The Selection by Kiera Cass 

 Common Nouns: daughter, sister, charge, bride, princess, form, woman, 
province, random, prince 

 Proper Nouns: Prince Maxon, Illea, Province Services Office 
 
“I know you get tired of hearing this,” Nate said. “But you got that magic in you”  
 “Here we go with the magic,” Jake said. “You brag on me like I’m Harry Potter trying to 
run a spread offense. Except we both know if my last name wasn’t Cullen, I’d be lucky 
to get time on special teams this season.” 
 “You got to show Coach, every time you can, that when you absolutely got to make a 
play, you do,” Nate said “Even if it isn’t always as pretty as, say, Sarah Rayburn.” 
-QB1 by Mike Lupica 

 Common Nouns: magic, offense, name, time, teams, season, play 

 Proper Nouns: Nate, Jake, Harry Potter, Cullen, Coach, Nate, Sarah Rayburn 
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Pronouns and Antecedents 

 A pronoun takes the place of a noun. 

 An antecedent is the noun the pronoun refers to. 
 

But there were things—important things—in this world that I loved. And that piece of 
paper seemed like a brick wall keeping me away from what I wanted. Maybe what I 
wanted was stupid. Maybe it wasn’t even something I could have. But still, it was mine. I 
didn’t think I could sacrifice my dreams, no matter how much my family meant to me. 
Besides, I had given them so much already. 
-The Selection by Kiera Cass 

 Me, I, and my refer to the speaker (America). 

 It refers to what she wanted. 

 Them refers to her family. 
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Personal Pronouns 

 The personal pronouns are I, me, we, us, you, he, him, she, her, it, they, them 
 
He was dead. There was no plaque memorializing him. No date to say when he was 
killed in action. But then, this trophy case wasn’t meant for that. It was meant only to 
lock its inhabitants in a particular time and place. To make its onlookers share forever in 
their glory days. 
-Navigating Early by Clare Vanderpool 
 
“Expel the object!" Freak shouts. "Regurgitate, you big moron!" and he gives me 
another thump and I cough up this yucky mess, but I'm still laughing so hard my nose is 
running.”  
-Freak the Mighty by Rodman Philbrick 
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Reflexive Pronouns 

 The reflexive pronouns are myself, ourselves, yourself, yourselves, himself, 
herself, itself, themselves 

 Using a reflexive pronoun points the action of the verb back to a noun in the 
sentence. 
 

Lily was never quiet. Probably she should hope for an Assignment as Speaker, so that 
she could sit in the office with the microphone all day, making announcements. He 
laughed silently to himself, picturing his sister droning on in the self-important voice that 
all the Speakers seemed to develop… 
-The Giver by Lois Lowry 

 The reflexive pronoun himself refers to the speaker Jonas. 
 
Jonas prepared himself to walk to the stage when the applause ended and the Chief 
Elder picked up the next folder and looked down to the group to call forward the next 
new Twelve. 
-The Giver by Lois Lowry 

 The reflexive pronoun himself refers to Jonas. 
 

“I haven’t thrown a ball since I warmed you up at halftime,” Casey said.  
“This time when you close your eyes,” Jake said, “picture yourself making the greatest 
throw of your life.” 
-QB1 by Mike Lupica 

 The reflexive pronoun yourself refers to Casey. 
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Demonstrative Pronouns 

 The demonstrative pronouns are this, that, these, those. 

 A demonstrative pronouns point to a specific person, place, or thing. 
 

“Have you been noticing the others talking to me in school? Ben whispered during their 
research. “They’re asking what’s going on with the—you know, the apple.” 
“Tell them to hang in there,” Griffin advised. “This isn’t over yet.” 
-Swindle by Gordan Korman 
 
“There are very rarely disappointments, Jonas. I don’t think you need to worry about 
that,” his father reassured him. 
-The Giver by Lois Lowry 
 
There was still the sound—airy, like a long breath, only not that. 
-Navigating Early by Clare Vanderpool 
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Relative Pronouns 

 The relative pronouns are who, whom, whose, which, that  

 A relative pronoun is the first word of a subordinate clause. 
 

This was the kid who used to toddle over to my bed at 6 o’ clock in the morning every 
weekend morning to pull on my blankets so I’d get up and watch cartoons with him. This 
was the kid who once made me play Hungry Hungry Hippos for an hour straight, until I 
thought my hands were going to fall off from slamming down those dumb little levers to 
make the hippos’ heads move. This was the kid who had spent an entire days at a time 
begging me to play Chutes and Ladders with him. And now he was feeling too sick to 
play with me. 
-Drums, Girls, and Dangerous Pie by Jordan Sonnenblick 
 
“Take care, Jeffy. I’ll see you soon, right? Just remember not to throw food at the nurses. I don’t 
want to get any complaint calls, OK? 
Steven, I don’t throw food at…oh, that was a joke, right? 
Yup, buddy boy. It was a joke. But seriously, no kissing the nurses on the lips, either. It messes up 
their makeup. 
Eeeeeeewwwww!” 
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Interrogative Pronouns 

 The interrogative pronouns are who, whom, whose, which, what 

 Interrogative pronouns begin a question.  
 
Rain is smart. She never goes near my father right away. She stands in the doorway to 
my bedroom while we wait to see whether my father will say, “What’s for super?” If he 
says, “What’s for supper?” then it’s safe for me to serve him and for Rain to sit by the 
table while we eat. 
-Rain Reign by Ann M. Martin 
 
Pi understood this need to hold on. To not let go of his pain. It had become such a part 
of him. Who would he be without it? The thought frightened him. So he wandered the 
halls of the catacombs like the other souls who were half-dead and half-alive. 
-Navigating Early by Clare Vanderpool 
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Indefinite Pronouns 

 The indefinite pronouns include but are not limited to the following: another, 
anybody, anyone, anything, each, everybody, everything, much, nobody, no one, 
nothing, one, other, somebody, something, both, few, many, others, several, all, 
any, most, none, some 

 Indefinite pronouns point ot a person, place, thing, or idea that is not specifically 
named. 
 

One of them had a gun, but the other had words that were apparently hitting their mark. 
-Navigating Early by Clare Vanderpool 
 
Someone cracks a window. A cold breeze whistles. Her hair dances to its own song. In 
this moment I forget about the test and the note until JB hits me in the head with his No. 
2. 
-The Crossover by Kwame Alexander 
 
All of those things were in this spacious room, though each was slightly different from 
those in his own dwelling. The fabrics on the upholstered chairs and sofa were slightly 
thicker and more luxurious; the table legs were not straight like those at home, but 
slender and curved, with a small carved decoration at the foot.  
-The Giver by Lois Lowry 
 
Renee was beautiful, but she was my friend now. On the other hand, Annette was my 
friend, but now she was beautiful. Makes about as much sense as anything ever does 
when you're talking about girls, right? 
-Drums, Girls, and Dangerous Pie by Jordan Sonnenblick 
 
Something about the tentativeness of it made me feel beautiful. Without a word, I could 
understand how excited he was to have this moment, but then afraid at the same time. 
And deeper than any of that, I sensed that he adored me. So this is what it felt like to be 
a lady. 
-The Selection by Kiera Cass 

 
 


